The Gospel Of Luke

From The New American Bible

The Gospel according to Luke isthe first part of atwo-volume work that continues the
biblical history of God's dealings with humanity found in the Old Testament, showing
how God's promises to Isragl have been fulfilled in Jesus and how the sal vation promised
to Israel and accomplished by Jesus has been extended to the Gentiles.

The stated purpose of the two volumesisto provide Theophilus and others like him with
certai nty--assurance--about earlier instruction they have received (Luke 1:4). To
accomplish his purpose, Luke shows that the preaching and teaching of the
representatives of the early church are grounded in the preaching and teaching of Jesus,
who during his historical ministry (Acts 1:21-22) prepared his specially chosen followers
and commissioned them to be witnesses to his resurrection and to al else that he did
(Acts 10:37-42). This continuity between the historical ministry of Jesus and the ministry
of the apostlesis Luke's way of guaranteeing the fidelity of the Church's teaching to the
teaching of Jesus.

Luke's story of Jesus and the church is dominated by a historical perspective. This history
isfirst of al savation history. God's divine plan for human salvation was accomplished
during the period of Jesus, who through the events of hislife (Luke 22:22) fulfilled the
Old Testament prophecies (Luke 4:21; 18:31; 22:37; 24.26-27, 44), and this savationis
now extended to al humanity in the period of the church (Acts 4:12). This salvation
history, moreover, isapart of human history.

Luke relates the story of Jesus and the church to events in contemporary Palestinian
(Luke 1:5; 3:1-2; Acts 4:6) and Roman (Luke 2:1-2; 3:1; Acts 11:28; 18:2, 12) history
for, as Paul saysin Acts 26:26, "this was not done in a corner." Finally, Luke relates the
story of Jesus and the church to contemporaneous church history.

Luke is concerned with presenting Christianity as a legitimate form of worship in the
Roman world, areligion that is capable of meeting the spiritua needs of aworld empire
like that of Rome. To this end, Luke depicts the Roman governor Pilate declaring Jesus
innocent of any wrongdoing three times (Luke 23:4, 14, 22). At the same time Luke
arguesin Actsthat Christianity isthe logica development and proper fulfillment of
Judaism and is therefore deserving of the same toleration and freedom traditionaly
accorded Judaism by Rome (Acts 13:16-41; 23:6-9; 24:10-21; 26:2-23).

The prominence given to the period of the church in the story has important
consequences for Luke's interpretation of the teachings of Jesus. By presenting the time
of the church as adistinct phase of salvation history, Luke accordingly shifts the early
Christian emphasis away from the expectation of an imminent parousia (that is*“Second
Coming of Jesus) to the day-to-day concerns of the Christian community in the world. He
does thisin the gospel by regularly emphasizing the words "each day" (Luke 9:23; cf
Mark 8:34; Luke 11:3; Luke 16:19; Luke 19:47) in the sayings of Jesus.

Although Luke still believes the parousiato be aredity that will come unexpectedly
(Luke 12:38, 45-46), he is more concerned with presenting the words and deeds of Jesus
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as guides for the conduct of Christian disciplesin the interim period between the
ascension and the parousia and with presenting Jesus himself as the mode of Christian
life and piety.

Throughout the gospel, Luke calls upon the Christian disciple to identify with the master
Jesus, who is caring and tender toward the poor and lowly, the outcast, the sinner, and the
afflicted, toward al those who recognize their dependence on God (Luke 4:18; 6:20-23;
7:36-50; 14:12-14; 15:1-32; 16:19-31; 18:9-14; 19:1-10; 21:1-4), but who is severe
toward the proud and self-righteous, and particularly toward those who place their
materia wealth before the service of God and his people (Luke 6:24-26; 12:13-21; 16:13-
15, 19-31; 18:9-14, 15-25; cf Luke 1:50-53).

No gospel writer is more concerned than Luke with the mercy and compassion of Jesus
(Luke 7:41-43; 10:29-37; 13:6-9; 15:11-32). No gospel writer is more concerned with the
role of the Spirit in thelife of Jesus and the Christian disciple (Luke 1:35, 41, 2:25-27;
4:1, 14, 18; 10:21; 11:13; 24:49), with the importance of prayer (Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12;
9:28; 11:1-13; 18:1-8), or with Jesus concern for women (Luke 7:11-17, 36-50; 8:2-3;
10:38-42).

While Jesus cdls all humanity to repent (Luke 5:32; 10:13; 11:32; 13:1-5; 15:7-10;
16:30; 17:3-4; 24:47), he is particularly demanding of those who would be his disciples.
Of them he demands absolute and total detachment from family and material possessions
(Luke 9:57-62; 12:32-34; 14:25-35). To all who respond in faith and repentance to the
word Jesus preaches, he brings salvation (Luke 2:30-32; 3:6; 7:50; 8:48, 50; 17:19; 19:9)
and peace (Luke 2:14; 7:50; 8:48; 19:38, 42) and life (Luke 10:25-28; 18:26-30).

Early Christian tradition, from the late second century on, identifies the author of this
gospel and of the Acts of the Apostles as Luke, a Syrian from Antioch, who is mentioned
in the New Testament in Col 4:14, Philippians 1:24 and 2 Tim 4:11. The prologue of the
gospel makesit clear that Lukeis not part of the first generation of Christian disciples but
is himself dependent upon the traditions he received from those who were eyewitnesses
and ministers of the word (Luke 1:2). His two-volume work marks him as someone who
was highly literate both in the Old Testament traditions according to the Greek versions
and in Hellenistic Greek writings....

Luke's consistent substitution of Greek names for the Aramaic or Hebrew names
occurring in his sources (e.g., Luke 23:33; // Mark 15:22; Luke 18:41; // Mark 10:51), his
omission from the gospel of specificaly Jewish Christian concerns found in his sources
(e.g., Mark 7:1-23), hisinterest in Gentile Christians (Luke 2:30-32; 3:6, 38; 4:16-30;
13:28-30; 14:15-24; 17:11-19; 24:47-48), and his incomplete knowledge of Palestinian
geography, customs, and practices are among the characteristics of this gospel that
suggest that Luke was a non-Pal estinian writing to a non-Pal estinian audience that was
largely made up of Gentile Christians.
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The principa divisions of the Gospel according to Luke are the following:

VI.
VII.
VIII.

The Prologue (Luke 1:1-4)

The Infancy Narrative (Luke 1:5-2:52)

The Preparation for the Public Ministry (Luke 3:1-4:13)
The Ministry in Galilee (Luke 4:14-9:50)

The Journey to Jerusalem: Luke's Travel Narrative (Luke 9:51-
19:27)

The Teaching Ministry in Jerusalem (Luke 19:28-21:38)
The Passion Narrative (Luke 22:1-23:56)
The Resurrection Narrative (Luke 24:1-53)

Sour ce: http://www.uscch.org/nab/bible/luke/intro.htm



